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Foreword 


How  many  visits  have  been  made  to  the  National 
Park  System  since  it  was  founded  in  1872?  The  an- 
swer, early  in  1976,  is  about  3.4  billion. 

It  took  91  years  to  reach  the  first  billion  in  1963, 
but  only  six  more  years  to  reach  2  billion  in  1969. 
Five  more  years  brought  the  total  to  3  billion,  in  1974. 
Sometime  in  this  year  of  1976  we  will  record  the  3.5 
billionth  visit.  We  expect  to  easily  exceed  250  million 
visits  this  year  as  compared  to  last  year's  record  of 
238.8  million. 

But  1976  is  significant  above  all  as  our  American 
Revolution  Bicentennial  Year.  Twenty-three  Na- 
tional Park  System  parklands  have  been  honored  as 
official  Bicentennial  sites,  and  all  285  areas  of  the 
System  are  conducting  special  Bicentennial  ac- 
tivities. 

Also,  1976  marks  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  Na- 
tional Park  Service,  established  in  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  by  Act  of  Congress  August  25,  1916.  This 
year  also  is  the  20th  anniversary  of  Mission  66.  Start- 
ing in  1956,  Mission  66 — a  10-year,  billion-dollar 
program — put  new  life  into  a  National  Park  System 
worn  and  neglected  in  World  War  II  and  the  postwar 
years. 

We  in  the  National  Park  Service  look  forward  to 
spirited  and  constructive  years  as  custodians  of  the 
Nation's  parklands.  We  offer  to  all  a  warm  welcome 
and  pleasant  visits  to  the  31  million  acres  of  the  Na- 
tional Park  System. 

Gary  Everhardt 

Director 

National  Park  Service 
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Introduction 


As  the  United  States  celebrates  its  200th  year  of 
independence  in  1976,  the  National  Park  Service  will 
be  marking  the  60th  year  since  its  establishment  on 
August  25,  1916.  In  this  publication,  we  have  elected 
to  highlight  the  historical  events  and  legislation 
which  led  to  the  creation  of  the  National  Park  Service 
and  describe  some  of  the  influences  which  help  to 
shape  the  policies  of  the  Service. 

Material  used  in  this  introduction  is  adopted 
from  The  National  Park  Service  by  William  C. 
Everhart.  ©1972  by  Praeger  Publishers,  Inc.,  New 
York.  Reprinted  by  permission. 

On  March  1,  1872,  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant  signed 
the  act  establishing  Yellowstone  National  Park,  setting 
aside  a  tract  of  2  million  acres'  as  a  public  park  or  pleasur- 
ing ground  for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  people.'  The 
Act.  .  .  aslo  established  for  the  first  time  the  policy  of  na- 
tional ownership  of  superlative  resources  for  the  common 
good. 

By  1900  other  national  parks  had  been  created,  Yosem- 
ite,  General  Grant,  Mt.  Rainier,  and  Sequoia.  There  was 
no  central  organization  to  direct  park  matters,  and  each 
park  was  regarded  as  a  separate  entity.  Establishment  of  a 
park  was  most  often  the  result  of  local  action  led  by  a  few 
concerned  individuals  to  prevent  despoiling.  .  .  . 

In  1906,  two  acts  of  Congress  considerably  broadened 
the  idea  of  national  parks.  .  .  the  establishment  of  Mesa 
Verde  National  Park  gave  protection  to  the  greatest  collec- 
tion of  archaeological  ruins  in  the  Southwest.  The  An- 
tiquities Act  was  passed  in  1906  and  gave  legal  protection 
against  damaging  or  removing  any  historic  objects  from 
public  lands  of  the  United  States.  The  Antiquities  Act  also 
empowered  the  President  to  proclaim  as  national  monu- 
ments any  lands  owned  or  acquired  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment that  contained  historic  landmarks,  historic  or  prehis- 
toric structures,  and  other  objects  of  historic  or  scientific 
interest. 


In  1912,  President  William  Howard  Taft  sent  Congress 
a  special  message  recommending  the  establishment  of  a 
Bureau  of  National  Parks.  He  declared  that  the  lack  of  sup- 
port and  scattered  administration  of  the  parks  and  monu- 
ments among  the  several  federal  departments  threatened 
their  survival;  a  much  more  unified  and  professional  ad- 
ministration must  be  developed  if  they  are  to  be  given  the 
kind  of  protection  and  provide  the  facilities  that  would  en- 
able the  public  to  use  and  enjoy  them. 

During  1915,  Stephen  T.  Mather,  special  assistant  to 
the  Secretary,  and  Horace  Albright,  Mather's  assistant, 
were  faced  with  securing  passage  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
new  park  bureau,  and  planning  the  organization  and  staff- 
ing. A  well  planned  publicity  campaign  was  needed  to  get 
Congress,  Governors,  civic  associations,  and  the  general 
public  interested  in  the  parks. 

Legislation  was  again  introduced  in  1916;  similar  bills 
had  been  advanced  in  almost  every  session  of  Congress 
since  1900.  In  late  August  the  bill  finally  passed,  and  was 
signed  by  President  Woodrow  Wilson. 

The  first  decade  of  the  National  Park  Service  was  the 
most  formative  period.  It  was  a  time  of  rapid  growth  and 
development,  the  building  of  an  efficient  and  devoted  or- 
ganization almost  from  scratch.  It  was  also  an  era  of  accel- 
erated economic  prosperity  for  the  nation,  and  the  spectacu- 
lar arrival  of  the  automobile  promoted  popular  support  for 
the  parks. 

By  the  late  1920s,  the  Park  Service  had  grown  to  an 
organization  administering  twenty-one  national  parks  and 
thirty -three  national  monuments.  Shortly  after  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  took  office  in  1933,  nearly  50  historical  sites  were 
transferred  by  executive  order  to  the  National  Park  Service 
from  the  several  administering  agencies,  most  of  them  in 
the  Departments  of  War  and  Agriculture.  Included  were  11 
national  military  parks,  10  battlefield  sites,  11  national 
cemeteries  and  10  national  monuments. 

During  the  depression  years  of  the  1930s,  Civilian  Con- 
servation Corps  camps  were  established  in  almost  every 
national  park,  which  enabled  the  areas  to  catch  up  on  their 
backlog  of  needed  projects;  campgrounds,  buildings,  trails 
and  bridges  were  built,  utility  systems  installed,  roads  con- 
structed or  improved,  historic  buildings  and  battlefields  re- 
stored, and  visitor-use  facilities  improved. 

The  Historic  Sites  Act  of  1935,  which  established  a  na- 
tional policy  of  preserving  historic  places,  designated  the 
Park  Service  as  the  responsible  agency.  The  Park,  Parkway 
and  Recreation  Study  Act  of  1936  marked  the  beginning  on 
a  national  scale  of  an  attempt  to  plan  for  outdoor  recreation 


needs  of  the  entire  country.  Other  legislation  introduced  a 
number  of  new  kinds  of  parks  into  the  national  park  sys- 
tem: the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway,  the  first  national  parkway; 
Lake  Mead,  the  first  national  recreation  area,  and  Cape 
Hatteras,  the  first  national  seashore. 

Pearl  Harbor  brought  a  sudden  end  to  almost  twenty- 
five  years  of  continuous  growth  of  the  National  Park  Ser- 
vice. During  the  war  years  travel  was  a  first  casualty  of 
rationing:  by  1943  the  number  of  Park  Service  employees 
had  dropped  to  less  than  2,000. 

Almost  ten  years  had  passed  without  significant 
maintenance  of  facilities,  and  as  a  result  of  this  neglect, 
repair  and  replacement  of  buildings,  utilities  systems,  roads 
and  trails  would  require  $321  million. 

Conrad  L.  Wirth  became  Director  in  1951,  and  saw  the 
need  and  foresaw  the  political  attractiveness  of  putting  the 
whole  want  list  into  a  single  package;  the  objectives  defined, 
the  cost  identified,  the  target  dates  for  completion  of  every 
project  assigned. 

In  1966  the  Park  Service  would  be  celebrating  its 
fiftieth  anniversary.  In  anticipation,  Wirth  foresaw  a  ten 
year  program,  to  begin  in  1956,  to  bring  every  park  up  to 
standard  by  1966.  Planning  for  Mission  66  was  launched. 

A  special  committee  was  activated  and  worked  for  a 
year  putting  the  plan  together.  In  actual  fact,  the  entire 
organization  went  into  action,  regional  offices  and  park 
staffs  developing  individual  project  plans  and  supplying 
cost  estimates  for  each  park.  In  Washington,  the  park  pack- 
ages were  examined  every  weekend  until  the  total  plan, 
containing  the  management  and  budget  requirements  for 
each  of  180  parks,  had  been  completed. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  President  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  and  his  Cabinet  in  early  1956,  the  Park  Service 
presented  the  Mission  66  program.  The  President  responded 
by  pledging  the  unqualified  support  of  his  administration. 
Congress  fully  supported  Mission  66  completely  and  gave  it 
a  warm  reception  at  budget  hearing  time  throughout  the 
ten  year  cycle. 

For  the  National  Park  System,  Mission  66  brought  re- 
juvenation. Worn  out  facilities  were  rehabilitated  or  re- 
placed and  new  ones  added.  More  than  2000  homes  were 
built  for  employees.  Substantial  increases  in  staffs  provided 
for  badly  needed  protection  activities  and  permitted  re- 
sumption of  many  lapsed  interpretive  and  visitor  services 
programs.  Two  training  centers  were  established,  at  Grand 
Canyon  and  Harpers  Ferry,  to  provide  handsome  physical 
plants  for  one  of  the  most  extensive  training  programs  in 
Government. 


During  the  1960s  and  early  70s  such  landmark  pieces 
of  legislation  as  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund 
Act  and  the  Wilderness  Act  in  1964,  the  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Act  in  1966,  the  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Act  in  1968,  the 
National  Environmental  Policy  Act  in  1969,  National  Park 
Service  General  Authorities  Act  in  1970,  and  the  Ar- 
chaeological and  Historic  Preservation  Act  in  1974  added 
substantially  to  the  responsibility  of  the  Park  Service  and 
immeasurably  to  the  complexity  of  Management. 

The  National  Park  System  now  consists  of  286 
areas  that  vary  in  size  from  a  tenth  acre  lot  to  parcels 
with  millions  of  acres  that  sometimes  transcend  state 
boundaries.  They  range  from  Hawaii  to  the  Virgin 
Islands,  and  from  the  Mexican  border  into  Alaska. 
They  include  deserts,  rivers,  forests,  coastal  islands, 
volcanoes,  as  well  as  historic  homes,  battlefields, 
monumental  structures,  parkways  and  theatres. 

From  its  establishment  60  years  ago,  the  Na- 
tional Park  Service  has  been  responsive  to  the  needs 
of  the  American  people,  and  thus  the  number  of  areas 
is  likely  to  continue  to  grow. 
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Visitation  to  National  Park  System  areas  con- 
tinued to  increase  significantly  throughout  1975  fol- 
lowing the  decline  of  late  1973  and  1974  brought  on 
by  the  energy  crisis.  In  what  appeared  to  be  a  prelude 
to  the  celebration  of  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  In- 
dependence of  the  United  States,  total  reported  1975 
visitation  increased  by  21.4  million,  or  9.8  percent, 
over  the  reported  1974  use. 

As  always,  the  aggregate  comparison  is  some- 
what distorted  by  significant  changes  in  counting 
procedures  a:t  several  parks  and  by  the  addition  of 
new  areas'  data  to  the  series.  A  clearer  picture  of  the 
aggregate  change  is  accomplished  by  excluding  new 
areas'  data  to  arrive  at  adjusted  totals.  On  an  ad- 
justed basis,  visitation  rose  7.5  percent  from  213.3 
million  in  1974  to  229.3  million  in  1975.  Gateway 
National  Recreation  Area,  which  began  reporting  in 
mid-1974,  recorded  over  8  million  visits  in  1975  and 
was  responsible  for  most  of  the  additional  increase  in 
use  exhibited  in  the  unadjusted  aggregate  data. 

Out  of  the  total  259  areas  reporting  use  in  1975, 
six  areas  began  officially  reporting  after  January 
1974  and  two  sites  were  closed  for  extended  periods  of 
time  for  rehabilitation.  Of  the  remaining  251  sites, 
198  exhibited  increases  in  1975  when  compared  to 
1974. 

In  order  to  better  evaluate  aggregate  trends  the 
parks  have  been  separated  into  two  categories  which 
we  shall  rather  loosely  describe  as  "urban"  and 
"rural."  Urban  parks  are  those  defined  as  being 
within  at  least  40  miles  of  a  Standard  Metropolitan 
Statistical  Area  (SMSA)  with  a  population  of  250,000 
or  more  persons.  Rural  sites,  on  the  other  hand,  in- 
clude all  parks  more  than  40  miles,  from  the  densely 
populated  SMSA's  as  defined  above.  As  a  consequence 


of  the  definition,  many  of  the  parks  identified  as 
"rural"  are  infact  located  in  small  cities  or  in  close 
proximity  to  the  smaller  SMSA's.  Despite  the  short- 
comings of  the  definitions,  the  categorization  of  parks 
in  this  manner  enabled  us  to  isolate  some  interesting, 
though  predictable,  occurrences  during  the  peak  of 
the  energy  crisis  in  1974.  In  summary,  we  found  that 
the  sudden  shortage  of  gasoline  in  the  early  1974  and 
the  subsequent  sharp  increase  in  fuel  prices  had  a 
greater  and  longer  lasting  effect  on  rural  area  use 
than  on  urban  area  use.  By  late  1974,  however,  both 
rural  and  urban  parks  were  exhibiting  near  normal 
increases  in  visitation. 

In  1975,  excluding  the  eight  areas  whose  data 
were  noncomparable,  visitation  to  the  151  rural  areas 
increased  by  9.4  percent,  from  83.4  million  to  1974  to 
91.2  million  visits  in  1975;  use  of  the  100  urban  areas 
rose  6.3  percent,  from  129.9  million  in  1974  to  138.1 
million  in  1975.  The  relatively  large  increase  in  visi- 
tation to  rural  areas  should  not  be  interpreted  to 
mean  that  visitation  to  remote  areas  is  growing  faster 
than  visitation  to  urban  or  near  urban  parks.  A  more 
accurate  evaluation  requires  analysis  of  use  levels 
prior  to  the  onset  of  the  1974  tourism  depression.  On 
an  adjusted  basis  1975  rural  area  use  was  only  3.7 
percent  greater  than  in  1973,  whereas  1975  urban 
area  use  was  8.2  percent  greater  than  in  1973.  Thus, 
it  appears  that  while  visitation  to  rural  areas  has 
more  than  recovered,  the  annual  growth  rate  of  rural 
park  use  is  likely  to  remain  slightly  less  than  the  rate 
of  growth  experienced  at  parks  in  or  near  large  urban 
population  concentrations. 

Despite  the  aggregate  trend,  quite  a  few  rural 
parks  experienced  dramatic  increases  in  use  in  1975. 
In  particular  several  remotely  located  parks  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  and  Western  Regions  exhibited 
large  gains.  In  California,  Yosemite  National  Park 
registered  an  all  time  high  of  over  2.6  million  visits. 
An  increase  of  more  than  60  percent  over  1974  use  at 
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity    National    Recreation 


Area  in  northern  California  resulted  in  a  record  for 
annual  use.  Isolated  Glacier  National  Park  in  north- 
ern Montana  experienced  greater  numbers  of  visitors 
in  1975  than  at  any  other  time  in  its  history.  Spec- 
tacular increases  also  occured  in  vicinity  of  northern 
Arizona  and  southern  Utah  where  a  forty  percent 
surge  in  use  at  Grand  Canyon  National  Park  led  to  an 
all  time  high  of  more  than  2.8  million  visitors,  and 
nearby  Zion  and  Bryce  Canyon  National  Parks  also 
set  records  with  increases  over  1974  of  twenty-four 
and  forty-one  percent  respectively. 

Urban  parks,  particularly  Bicentennial  related 
areas,  also  exhibited  dramatic  increases  in  visitation 
in  1975. 

Areas  closely  identified  with  the  Revolutionary 
War  era  are  located  primarily  in  or  near  large  urban 
population  centers  on  the  East  Coast.  Independence 
National  Historical  Park  in  Philadelphia,  the  NPS 
site  most  closely  identified  with  the  historic  events  of 
1776,  experienced  a  record  high  of  nearly  3.8  million 
visits  in  1975  and  is  expecting  double  that  number  in 
the  Bicentennial  Year.  Colonial  National  Historic 
Site,  adjacent  to  Colonial  Williamsburg,  Virginia  and 
site  of  Jamestown  Island  (the  first  permanent  English 
settlement  in  America)  and  Yorktown  (scene  of  the 
culminating  battle  of  the  American  Revolution)  re- 
corded 9.7  million  visits  in  1975.  A  25  percent  in- 
crease in  use  is  expected  in  1976  at  Colonial.  In  the 
Boston  area  which  is  the  site  of  many  Bicentennial 
related  historic  events,  Minute  Man  National  Histor- 
ical Park  [commemorating  the  start  of  the  Revolutio- 
nary War]  experienced  a  53  percent  increase  in  use 
between  1974  and  1975.  Comparable  increases  are 
predicted  next  year  at  many  NPS  sites  where  special 


activities  or  Bicentennial  commemorative  ceremonies 
are  planned. 

In  addition  to  spectacular  increases  in  use  of  his- 
torical sites  in  1975,  many  near  urban  recreational 
and  natural  areas  reported  record  high  visitor  vol- 
umes in  1975.  In  particular,  coastal  recreation  sites 
continued  to  attract  large  crowds  during  the  peak 
summer  season.  Cape  Cod  National  Seashore  in  Mas- 
sachusetts with  over  5.2  million  visits  (a  nearly  20 
percent  increase  over  1974)  typifies  the  increased 
popularity  of  all  public  seashores.  Gateway  NRA,  the 
newly  established  recreation  area  which  offers  beach 
attractions  to  heavily  populated  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  urban  areas  is  expected  to  record  more  than  10 
million  visits  annually  with  potential  for  continued 
growth  as  development  progresses.  Gulf  Islands  Na- 
tional Seashore  in  Mississippi  and  Florida  reported 
nearly  1.4  million  users  in  1975,  a  34  percent  increase 
over  1974.  Fire  Island  in  New  York,  Padre  Island  in 
Texas,  Point  Reyes  in  California  and  all  other  Na- 
tional Seashores  administered  by  the  National  Park 
Service  are  facing  increased  visitor  use  pressures 
which  are  not  likely  to  abate  in  the  forseeable  future. 

Many  other  NPS  administered  sites  could  be 
singled  out  as  examples  of  the  growth  in  travel  vol- 
ume experienced  in  1975.  With  the  continuation  of  a 
healthy  recovery  in  the  Nation's  economy  and  in- 
creased travel  associated  with  the  Bicentennial 
Celebration,  it  is  likely  that  many  more  all  time  high 
annual  visitation  records  will  be  established  in  the 
coming  year.  Although  historical  sites  are  likely  to 
exhibit  the  largest  relative  increases  in  use  in  1976, 
the  natural  and  recreational  areas  are  also  expected 
to  continue  to  be  popular  destination  sites. 


TABLE  1. 


AREAS  IN  THE  NATIONAL  PARK  SYSTEM 


NUMBER 

ABBRE- 

OF AREAS 

VIATIONS 

CLASS  OF  AREA 

ADMINISTERED 

NB 

National  Battlefields 

7 

NBP 

National  Battlefiedl  Parks 

3 

NBS 

National  Battlefield  Sites 

2 

NHS 

National  Historic  Sites 

51 

NHP 

National  Historical  Parks 

16 

NL 

National  Lakeshores 

4 

NMem 

National  Memorials 

22 

NMemP 

National  Memorial  Parks 

1 

NMP 

National  Military  Parks 

11 

NM 

National  Monuments 

81 c 

NP 

National  Parks 

38d 

— 

National  Parkways 

4 

— 

National  Preserves 

2 

NRA 

National  Recreation  Areas 

16 

NR 

National  River 

1 

NS 

National  Seashores 

10 

NSR 

National  Scenic 

Riverways 

3 

NST 

National  Scenic  Trails 

1 

NCP 

National  Capital  Parks f 

1 

— 

National  Mall 

1 

— 

National  Visitor  Center 

1 

— 

Parks — Other 

9 

— 

White  House 

1 

TOTAL 

286 

Affiliated  areas,  not  part  of  the  system 

17 

aRecreational  category  includes  2  areas  formerly  making  up  the  now 

abolished  Cultural  category. 
b Theodore  Roosevelt  Island  has  been  reclassified  from  Natural  to 

Historical  category  (National  Memorial). 
c  35  in  Natural  category,  46  in  Historical  category. 
dAll  in  Natural  category  except  Mesa  Verde,  which  is  in  Historical 

category. 
eData  for  Ross  Lake  and  Lake  Chelan  NRAs  are  combined  with  the 
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(as  of  December  31, 1975) 


NUMBER  OF  AREAS  REPORTING  VISITS 

RECREATIONAL3 


NATURAL 

HISTORICAL 

7 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

43 

— 

16 

— 

18b 

— 

1 

— 

11 

34 

43 

36g 

1 

15e 
1 

7 

2 
1 


70b  150b  39h 


North  Cascades  data;  no  breakdown  available. 

f  Excludes  areas  enumerated  as  separate  units  of  the  National  Park 
System. 

gVoyageurs  NP  discontinued  reporting  after  submitting  a  few  re- 
ports in  1973.  It  has  been  delisted  as  a  reporting  unit. 

hIncludes  National  Capital  Parks  which  is  considered  a  separate 
category  apart  from  the  38  recreational  areas  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  this  report. 
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TABLE  2 .         SUMMARY  DATA  a    CALENDAR  YE AR  1 9  75 


Number  of  Areas,  National  Park  System b 

Number  of  areas  reporting  public  use  (as  of  Dec.  31) 
Natural  category 
Historical  category 
Recreational  category 
National  Capital  Parks0 

Public  Use  Volume  (in  thousands): 
Visits,  total 

Recreation  visits 
Nonrecreation  visits 

Overnight  Stays,  total 

Recreation  overnight  stays 
Nonrecreation  overnight  stays 

Visitor-Hours,  total 

Recreation  visitor-hours 
Nonrecreation  visitor-hours 

Area,  total d: 

Federally-owned  lands  and  waters 

Non- Federal,  within  park  boundaries 


Operating  Budget  for  Fiscal  Year  (ending  June  30) 

Number  of  Permanent  Full-time  Employees  (as  of 
December  31,  1975),  including  Job  Corps 


aSum  of  line  items  may  not  equal  totals,  due  to  rounding. 

bDue  to  change  in  the  definition  of  areas  administered  in  January 

1975,  these  data  are  not  comparable.  See:  Notes  Regarding  Data 

Collection  and  Presentation. 
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PER  CENT 


CY1974 

CY1975 

CHANGE 

309 

286 

b 

266 

259 

b 

74 

70 

b 

156 

150 

b 

35 

38 

b 

1 

1 

b 

217,437.6 

238,849.1 

+     9.8 

171,054.8 

190,390.8 

+   11.3 

46,382.8 

48,458.3 

+      4.5 

15,349.8 

16,715.8 

+      8.9 

15,310.0 

16,366.7 

+      6.9 

39.8 

349.1 

+  777.1e 

980,969.2 

1,096,246.2 

+   11.8 

960,030.7 

1,065,292.7 

+    11.0 

20,938.4 

30,953.4 

+    47.8 

31,106,308  Acres 

31,026,509  Acres 

-      0.3 

(12,588,550  Hectares) 

(12,556,256  Hectares) 

29,031,485  Acres 

29,090,559  Acres 

+      0.2 

(11,748,881  Hectares) 

(11,772,787  Hectares) 

2,074,823  Acres 

1,935,950  Acres 

-      6.7 

(839,669  Hectares) 

(783,469  Hectares) 

$201,833,000 


$230,746,000 


+    14.3 


7,443 


7,153 


-3.9 


cDoes  not  include  the  25  areas  listed  in  Notes  Regarding  Data  Collec- 
tion and  Presentation. 

Conversion  of  acres  to  hectares  was  made  by  dividing  acreage  fig- 
gures  by  2.471  as  an  approximation. 

eSee  footnoote  8  to  Table  8,  Individual  Park  Statistics. 
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TABLE  4.         OVERNIGHT  STAYS  AND  VISITOR-HOURS 


Total  Overnight  Stays  (excluding  inholdings) 

By  management  categories 
Natural 
Historical 
Recreational 
National  Capital  Parks 

By  type  of  accommodations 
Recreational: 

Concessioner  lodgings3 

Concessioner  campgrounds  and  trailer  villages 

NPS-operated  campsites 

Backcountry  camping 

Miscellaneous  overnight  stays4 
Nonrecreational-not  categorized  by  types 

Total  Visitor-Hours  (including  overnight  and  day  use) 

By  management  categories 
Natural 
Historical 
Recreational 
National  Capital  Parks 


Subtotals  may  not  equal  totals,  due  to  rounding  of  figures. 

2CY  74  data  are  shown  here  as  previously  published,  except  that  use 
data  for  the  now  abolished  cultural  category  has  been  combined 
with  the  recreational  areas'  data.  Changes  in  park  designation  in  the 
National  Capital  Parks  category  effective  January  1975  are  dis- 
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(in  thousands)1 


CY19742  CY1975  PER  CENT  CHANGE 


15,349.8  16,715.8  +      8.9 


+  7.9 
+  17.8 
+    11.3 


10,174.6 

10,980.4 

448.8 

528.5 

4,676.7 

5,206.9 

49.7 

— 

15,310.0 

16,366.7 

2,828.8 

3,089.6 

858.2 

864.8 

8,411.8 

8,817.0 

2.172.2 

2,346.4 

1,039.0 

1,248.9 

39.8 

349.1 

980,969.2 

1,096,246.2 

547,291.7 

603,098.2 

73,531.2 

87,442.5 

339,830.8 

390,302.5 

20,315.5 

15,403.0 

+ 

6.9 

+ 

9.2 

+ 

0.8 

+ 

4.8 

+ 

8.0 

+ 

20.2 

+  777.15 
+    11.8 


+  10.2 
+  18.9 
+  14.9 
-    24.2 


cussed  in  footnote  7  to  Table  8,  Individual  Park  Statistics, 
includes  some  campgrounds  and  trailer  villages. 
4Separate  figures  for  organized  groups  are  no  longer  available;  they 

are  now  included  in  the  Miscellaneous  overnight  stays. 
5See  footnote  8  to  Table  8,  Individual  Park  Statistics. 
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Special  Analyses 


The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  illustrate  specific 
aspects  of  public  use  of  the  National  Park  System,  in 
order  to  create  a  clearer  picture  of  the  diversity  of  use 
and  the  various  factors  that  affect  the  intensity  of 
visitation. 

Included  in  this  issue  are  four  brief  essays  and 
supporting  data  tables  and  figures  on  various  aspects 
of  public  use  of  the  National  Park  System;  one  on  long 
run  trends  in  visitation,  another  on  seasonal,  weekly 
and  daily  patterns  of  use,  a  third  on  tent  and  recrea- 
tional vehicle  camping  in  NPS  operated  camp- 
grounds, and  the  last  a  brief  description  of  the  rela- 
tionship between  visitation  and  operational  funding. 
Also  included  is  a  map  showing  Calendar  Year  1975 
visitation  data  distributed  according  to  States  and 
other  political  entities  (the  District  of  Columbia,  U.S. 
Virgin  Islands  and  Puerto  Rico). 

Long  Run  Trends  in  Visitation 

On  an  as-reported  basis  Systemwide  visitation 
has  increased  from  121.3  million  in  1965  to  238.8 
million  in  1975,  a  97  percent  increase.  Much  of  the 
increase  is  due  to  the  addition  of  new  areas  to  the 
National  Park  System.  More  than  65  parks  have 
begun  reporting  visitation  since  1965  and  they  alone 
reported  nearly  35  million  visits  in  1975.  In  addition 
to  new  areas'  data,  a  1971  revision  in  the  definition  of 
visits  created  a  severely  misleading  upward  distor- 
tion in  Systemwide  park  visitation.  By  excluding  sev- 
eral of  the  areas  significantly  affected  by  the  1971 
change  in  counting  as  well  as  new  areas'  data,  a 
nearly  comparable  historical  series  of  visitation 
statistics  can  be  constructed.  On  the  adjusted  basis, 
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visitation  has  increased  63  percent,  from  101.6  mil- 
lion to  1965  to  165.4  million  in  1975;  this  works  out  to 
an  annual  growth  rate  of  5  percent.  The  Systemwide 
reported  and  adjusted  data  series  are  displayed  in 
Figure  2. 

Although  the  sharp  rise  in  travel  costs  in  1974 
wrenched  the  entire  travel  industry,  the  future  out- 
look is  one  of  continued  growth.  Persons  born  during 
the  post- World  War  II  "baby  boom"  are  just  now  en- 
tering the  prime  of  their  travel  years.  With  increas- 
ing incomes,  higher  levels  of  education,  and  greater 

FIGURE  2.  1965  TO  1975  VISITS  TO  NATIONAL  PARK 
SYSTEM  AREAS,  SHOWING  GROSS  TOTALS 
AND  ADJUSTED  TOTALS  ON  A  1965  BASE 
(ADJUSTED  DATA  EXCLUDES  VISITS 
STATISTICS  TO  NEW  AREAS  WHICH  BEGAN 
REPORTING  AFTER  JANUARY  1965  AND 
FOR  NINE  AREAS  WHICH  WERE  SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY AFFECTED  BY  THE  1971  CHANGE  IN 
DEFINITIONS). 
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mobility,  coupled  with  the  relatively  young  age  struc- 
ture of  the  current  population,  it  is  almost  certain 
that  the  National  Park  System,  even  without  the  ad- 
dition of  new  areas,  will  experience  continued  high 
rates  of  growth  in  visitation.  And  it  is  not  likely  that 
large  demand  pressures  will  abate  at  least  until  the 
year  2020  if  and  when  the  U.S.  population  stablize  or 
declines.  In  any  case,  the  popularity  of  the  United 
States  as  a  tourist  destination  site  by  foreign  travel- 
ers will  lead  to  greater  numbers  of  non-American 
park  visitors  well  into  the  future.  Over  the  long  run, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  National  Park  Service  will 
be  forced  to  introduce  rationing  devices  and  manage- 
ment policies  as  a  means  of  redistributing  use  spa- 
tially and  temporally  to  protect  the  natural  and  his- 
torical resources  of  the  United  States.  Restrictions  on 
automobile  use  within  the  parks  and  required  ad- 
vance reservations  for  certain  activities  are  two 
techniques  now  used  to  alleviate  the  adverse  impact 
of  excessive  use  of  resources  at  some  parks.  All  ration- 
ing policies,  however,  are  aimed  at  improving  the 
quality  of  the  visitor's  experience  as  well  as  preserv- 
ing the  resources  for  future  generations. 

Seasonal,  Weekly,  and  Daily 
Variations  of  Visitation 

The  recreation  industry  is  characterized  and  in 
some  cases  plagued  by  highly  divergent  seasonal  use 
patterns.  In  addition  to  seasonal  fluctuations,  weekly 
and  daily  variations  in  use  have  a  much  more  sig- 
nificant impact  on  the  day  to  day  management  of  re- 
sources and  visitor  services  than  does  the  total  mag- 
nitude of  use  in  a  single  year. 

Seasonal  patterns  of  visitation  are,  of  course,  at- 
tributable primarily  to  weather  variations  and  to 
traditional  vacation  patterns.  The  majority  of  areas 
in  the  National  Park  System  experience  the  largest 
numbers  of  users  during  the  summer  months  of  mild 
weather  and  school  vacations.  A  few  Southern  parks, 
Everglades  National  Park  and  Death  Valley  National 
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Monument  among  others,  exhibit  contracyclical  sea- 
sonal patterns.  However,  the  typical  peak  season  runs 
from  Memorial  day  and/or  mid-June  when  many 
schools  break  for  the  summer  through  Labor  Day  in 
early  September.  During  the  months  of  June,  July 
and  August  nearly  50  percent  of  total  annual  recrea- 
tion visitation  occurs.  Nonrecreation  use,  as  expected, 
does  not  exhibit  such  wide  fluctuations  and  approxi- 
mately 4  million  nonrecreation  users  are  reported 
monthly  throughout  the  year.  Systemwide  monthly 
visits  data  are  displayed  in  table  5  and  figure  3  for 
1972  through  1975. 

In  order  to  effectively  handle  the  large  number  of 
visitors  during  the  height  of  the  summer  peak  season, 
the  National  Park  Service  supplements  its  regular 
staff  with  approximately  6,800  employees  to  assist  in 
interpreting  and  maintaining  the  park  resources  and 
facilities. 

Weekly  and  daily  variations  are  not  recorded  sys- 
tematically on  a  Servicewide  basis,  however  most 
areas  experience  peaks  on  Saturdays  or  Sundays. 
Some  remote  parks  which  are  more  than  a  day's  drive 
from  major  population  centers  may  exhibit  peak  use 
on  weekdays.  During  the  spring  and  fall  off-season, 
weekend  use  is  frequently  as  heavy  as  the  average 
summer  day,  especially  in  areas  known  for  their  fall 
coloration.  Shenandoah  and  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
National  Parks  will  typically  record  their  largest 
daily  visitor  volume  of  the  year  on  an  October 
weekend  day. 

Variations  within  a  day  may  create  special 
scheduling  and  other  management  problems  for  a 
park  manager.  For  example,  at  seashores  or  recrea- 
tion areas  where  the  length  of  stay  for  day  users  is 
relatively  long,  the  park  staff  must  cope  with  large 
numbers  of  arrivals  from  approximately  9  am  to  1  pm 
with  the  peak  number  of  total  persons  in  the  park 
occurring  between  2  and  3  pm.  A  similar  departure 
pattern,  involving  intense  traffic  management,  takes 
place  in  the  late  afternoon  and  early  evening.  Parks 
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with  short  average  lengths  of  stay  also  must  learn  to 
manage  moving  people  efficiently  during  peak 
periods  of  use  and  to  avert  and  control  problems  as- 
sociated with  excessive  queuing.  Where  in-park  over- 
night facilities  are  available,  patterns  of  use  vary  and 
sometimes  conflicts  occur  between  overnight  users 
and  day  users.  Careful  analysis  of  daily  use  patterns 
are  necessary  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  visitors  are 
able  to  enjoy  the  freedom  of  selecting  options  in  their 
park  experience. 

In  all  cases  consideration  for  the  visitors'  needs 
and  behavior  patterns  must  be  carefully  coordinated 
with  the  duty  of  the  National  Park  Service  to  protect 
and  preserve  the  resources  of  the  park.  Intense  visitor 
use  of  a  site  or  facility  over  a  short  period  of  time  can 
have  a  significant  deteriorating  impact  on  park  re- 
sources. NPS  managers  have  been  grappling  with 
this  problem  since  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Park  Service  sixty  years  ago.  The  challenge  to  de- 
velop innovative  and  effective  means  of  preserving 
the  park  without  severely  limiting  visitor  behavior 
will  undoubtedly  remain  a  significant  issue  in  Na- 
tional Park  System  management. 

FIGURE  3.  MONTHLY  VISITATION  TO  NATIONAL 
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TABLE  5. 

SYSTEMWIDE  VISITATION  BY  MONTH,  1972-1975 

(in  thousands) 


1972 


1973 


1974 


1975 


January 

8,113.6 

8,881.9 

7,821.1 

8,928.0 

February 

8,590.6 

9,356.1 

7,856.9 

8,783.8 

March 

12,299.5 

12,292.9 

11,053.2 

13,202.8 

April 

16,196.6 

17,039.0 

16,100.6 

16,238.4 

May 

19,770.3 

19,761.8 

19,022.5 

21,770.6 

June 

25,152.2 

26,221.3 

25,369.9 

29,810.3 

July 

34,303.8 

34,044.6 

34,659.8 

39,386.3 

August 

32,112.7 

32,168.6 

34,610.2 

37,789.4 

September 

19,035.7 

19,486.9 

21,873.3 

20,952.1 

October 

15,751.9 

16,921.5 

18,311.1 

18,450.3 

November 

10,841.5 

11,284.0 

11,774.8 

13,582.9 

December 

9,452.8 

8,121.6 

8,984.3 

9,954.2 

CALENDAR 
YEAR 
TOTAL     211,621.1      215,580.0     217,437.6     238,849.1 

aThe  sum  of  line  items  may  not  equal  totals  due  to  rounding. 
PARK  SYSTEM  AREAS,  1972-1975 


VISITS 
NONRECREATION  VISITS 


J     FMAMJ      J     ASONDJ     FMAMJ     JASON 
1974  1975 
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Tent  and  Recreation  Vehicle  Camping 


During  the  1960s,  one  of  the  fastest  growing  in- 
dustries in  America  was  the  recreational  vehicle  (RV) 
industry.  As  exhibited  in  Table  6  and  Figure  4  recrea- 
tion vehicle  use  was  primarily  responsible  for  the 
tremendous  increase  in  overnight  camping  in  NPS 
operated  campgrounds  between  1960  and  1967.  Dur- 
ing this  same  period  tent  camping  reached  its  peak 
also,  but  subsequently  declined  to  the  early  1960 
levels  where  it  has  apparently  stablized  since  1970. 
RV  camping,  however,  has  maintained  its  popularity 
and  despite  conjectures  that  the  increase  in  fuel  costs 
would  lead  to  large  decreases  in  RV  use,  RV  camping 
reached  an  all  time  high  in  1975  in  the  National  Park 
System. 

Unfortunately,  statistics  on  overnight  stays  in 
NPS  operated  campgrounds  do  not  truly  reflect  the 
increased  popularity  of  and  demand  for  camping.  Var- 
ious NPS  policies  have  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 
data  series.  In  the  late  1960s,  for  example,  overflow 
camping  in  nondesignated  sites  or  areas  was  prohib- 
ited nationwide.  Also,  reevaluations  of  campground 
site-density  led  to  large  reductions  in  the  number  of 
sites  at  many  campgrounds  and  camping  areas.  In 
recent  years  many,  if  not  most,  NPS  campgrounds 
were  filled  to  capacity  for  the  greater  part  of  the  peak 
visitor  season.  Saturation  of  campgrounds  and  a  de- 
sire for  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  sites  led  to 
the  decision  for  an  experimental  computerized  reser- 
vation system  in  1973  and  1974.  Implementation  of  a 
permanent  reservation  system  at  heavily  used  parks 
is  anticipated  in  1978. 

Capacity  constraints  and  possible  further  reduc- 
tions in  the  number  of  sites  significantly  affect  the 
capability  of  NPS  operated  campgrounds  to  fulfill 
total  demand  for  camping  by  park  visitors.  Greater 
reliance  on  concessioner  and  private  facilities  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  park  to  accomodate  camping  parties 
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can  be  expected  in  the  future.  Despite  capacity  con- 
straints, total  systemwide  useage  of  NPS 
campgrounds  is  likely  to  increase  as  areas  with  camp- 
ing facilities  are  added  to  the  system. 

Not  reflected  in  these  data  are  overnight  stays  in 
the  backcountry  of  parks.  Backcountry  use  data  are 
somewhat  inconsistent  and  less  well  documented  over 
time  thus  reducing  the  value  of  reported  historical 
data  for  trend  analysis. 

In  addition  to  camping  in  NPS  operated 
campgrounds  and  the  backcountry,  the  total  over- 
night stays  data  shown  in  the  summary  and  indi- 
vidual park  tables  includes  overnights  in  conces- 
sioner operated  lodging  and  campgrounds,  overnights 
by  groups,  overnights  aboard  boats,  overnights  iden- 
tified as  nonrecreational  in  character  such  as  com- 
mercial fishermen,  and  other  miscellaneous  over- 
nights which  do  not  fit  in  any  of  the  above  categories. 
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TABLE  6. 

OVERNIGHT  STAYS  IN  NPS  OPERATED  CAMP- 
GROUNDS, TENTS,  RECREATION  VEHICLES,  NUMBERS 
OF  CAMPSITES  AND  NUMBER  OF  AREAS  REPORTING 

(1960-1975) 


YEAR 


OVERNIGHT  STAYS 
(in  thousands) 


NUMBER 
OF 
CAMP- 
SITES1 
(TYPE 
A&B) 


REC- 
REATION 
TENTS      VEHICLES      TOTAL 


1960 

3,585.5 

1,260.2 

4,845.7 

N.A. 

73 

1961 

3,586.7 

1,473.2 

5,059.9 

19,163 

70 

1962 

4,307.4 

1,811.6 

6,119.1 

21,272 

71 

1963 

4,621.2 

2,149.5 

6,770.7 

24,524 

73 

1964 

5,043.8 

2,413.8 

7,457.6 

27,459 

75 

1965 

5,104.4 

2,980.5 

8,084.8 

27,014 

80 

1966 

5,062.1 

3,938.3 

9,000.5 

28,495 

81 

1967 

4,715.3 

4,594.3 

9,309.7 

28,526 

90 

1968 

4,788.1 

4,623.0 

9,411.1 

28,426 

88 

1969 

4,390.1 

4,659.1 

9,049.2 

27,061 

85 

1970 

4,684.6 

4,339.3 

9,023.8 

27,648 

87 

1971 

3,482.5 

4,451.7 

7,934.3 

27,700 

86 

1972 

3,651.6 

4,731.4 

8,383.0 

27,5682 

88 

1973 

3,801.8 

4,883.3 

8,685.1 

29,489 

90 

1974 

3,791.5 

4,620.3 

8,411.8 

29,241 

89 

1975 

3,735.3 

5,081.7 

8,817.0 

28,987 

89 

N.A. — Not  Available. 

1The  exact  number  of  campsites  is  not  accurately  known;  there  are 
significant  discrepancies  in  the  numbers  reported  for  different  pur- 
poses by  many  areas.  Type  A — Campsites  are  designated  to  accom- 
modate an  individual,  family,  or  small  party  and  includes  parking 
spaces,  a  fireplace  or  grill,  table  and  bench  combination.  TypeB — 
Campsites  are  areas  (other  than  a  campground)  designated  and  used 
for  camping. 

2An  additional  2,073  sites  were  unidentified  by  type;  some  or  all  may 
have  been  type  A  or  B. 
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FIGURE  4.   OVERNIGHT  STAYS  IN  NPS   OPERATED 

CAMPGROUNDS:   TOTAL,    TENT,    AND   RE- 
CREATIONAL VEHICLE  USE,  1960-1975 
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National  Park  System 
Calendar  Year  1975 

Visitation  by  State 


hSe, 


'*We 


4'?ooC 


soov 


»&> 


visits 


'°AHo 

373,600 


Visits 


7  Areas 

6  Reporting 

3-  1GI200  visits 


WYOMING* 

*  „7Areas 
5'777.900V,Sl 


NORTH  DAKOTA 


3  Areas 
2  Reporting 
808,900  Visits 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 


4  Areas 
3,860,400  Visits 


'San*anciscoN 


iA    1 8  Areas 
U-  143,300  Visit. 


6.257>, 


w^stern 


PACIFIC  NW 


UTAH 


J3A*as 


.    ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN 


4'200VISlti 


22  Areas 
21  Reportmg 
6'706,900 


O 


3  Areas 
203,400  Visits      Or 


W  Denver 


1 2  Areas 

1 1  Reporting 

6. 179,600  Visits 


N&N  MEXICO 


Santa  Fe 


1 1  Areas 
1,948,000  Visits 


SOUTHWEST 


10  Areas 

9Reportmg 

4,598,900  Visi 


WESTERN 


4  Areas  ^^C^ 

2,559,500  Visits 


Jicated  are  National  Park  System  and 

i  Areas  authorized  as  of  December  31 , 

1975    Map  excludes  the  Appalachian  Trail, 

Roosevelt-Campobello  International  Park,  and 

1 7  other  non-Federally  owned  areas. 

areas  established,  operating 
and  reporting  as  of  December  31,1 975. 

Several  parks  embrace  lands  in  two  or  more 
states.  State  "Areas"  figures  show  the  total 
number  of  authorized  areas  wholly  or  partially  in 
each  state.  Where  not  all  are  reporting,  the  lat- 
ter information  is  added.  "Visits"  data  for  a 
multi-state  area  are  allocated  to  its  several 
states,  in  most  cases  by  visitors'  point  of  entry. 


5  Areas 
3  Reporting  , 
97,000  Visits 


Indicated  cities  (*)  are  regional  offices. 


WISCONSIN 

3  Areas 
2  Reporting 
120,400  Visits 


276' 


MIDWEST 
-luissdu*i 


ILLINOIS 

1  Area 
494,000  Visits 


4  Areas 
3,837,00  Visits 


yob* 


o><eaSJ 

VT- 


3  Areas 
2  Reporting 
296  A 00  Visits 


,NDi*"A 


3  Areas 
89  200  Visits* 


OHIO 

4  Areas 
„  Be  porting 
20V800Visits 


vt^Ai 


1  Area 
0  Reporting 


'  3,388.600  Visits 


-WEST      nlSf,CT° 

996,50°VfC 

,52^  ■* 


30P 


3  Areas 
689,500  Visits 


-JiNNlsste 

8  Areas 
13,927,100  Visits 


NOP™  C9  Areas 
8i 

16,1 


»  Report 

8     M00  Visits- 


5  Areas 
1 ,645,300  Visi 


SOUTH 

^cAROL'^'AAfeas 

8,500  Visits   , 


ALABAMA 

4  Areas 

3  Reporting 

1  340,000  Visits 


*  Atlanta 

GEORGIA 

7  Areas 

6  Reporting 

7,709,900  Visits 


15  Areas 

1 1  Reporting 

16,164,000  Visits 


1  Area 
268,600  Visits 


SOUTHEAST 

PUERTO  RICO 

1  Area   <" — - — ~^ 


VIRGIN  ISLANDS 


3  Areas 
389,400  Visits 


1 1  Areas  1 
8  Reporting  5 
3  642,500 


PARKS 

Administers  all  areas  in  the  District  of 
lolumbia  as  well  as  several  areas  which 
lie  totally  or  partially  in  Maryland 
(1 1  areas),  Virginia  (6  areas),  and  West 
Virginia  (2  areas). 


Visitation  and  Operating  Budget 

In  the  National  Park  System  the  primary  work- 
load is  generated  by  the  visitors.  Other  factors,  such 
as  size  and  complexity  of  resources,  physical  facilities, 
climate,  and  the  plant  and  animal  populations  play  a 
major  role  in  the  nature  of  the  workload.  Neverthe- 
less, the  intensity  of  visitor  use  over  a  given  period  of 
time  and  the  type  of  activity  engaged  in  will  be  the 
major  determinants  of  workload  and,  consequently, 
the  operating  budget.  Except  for  certain  historical, 
archaeological  and  resource  research  activities,  park 
staffs  plan  their  interpretive,  maintenance,  protec- 
tion, safety,  and  resource  management  functions  in 
accordance  with  expected  visitor  use  characteristics. 

The  close  relationship  between  funding  levels  for 
park  operations  and  recreation  visitation  is  readily 
apparent  in  the  regional  distribution  of  visitation  and 
operating  budget  as  shown  in  Table  7  and  Figure  5. 


FIGURE  5.  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  RECREA- 
TIONAL VISITATION  AND  OPERATING 
BUDGET,  BY  REGION 
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Individual  Park  Statistics 


Displayed  in  the  following  table  are  1974  and 
1975  Visitation  and  Overnight  Stays  Data  (in 
thousands)  for  individual  areas  of  the  National  Park 
System. 

Two-hundred  and  sixty-eight  (268)  listings  are 
presented,  however,  only  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
(259)  areas  were  officially  reported  as  of  December  31, 
1975.  1974  data  are  shown  for  nine  National 
Cemetaries,  which  are  now  administered  in  conjunc- 
tion with  their  associated  historical  units,  and  Grand 
Canyon  and  Marble  Canyon  National  Monuments, 
which  were  eliminated  as  separate  units  in  the  Grand 
Canyon  National  Park  Enlargement  Act  effective 
January  1975.  Thus  only  257  individual  listings  are 
valid  as  of  December  31,  1975.  Two  areas,  Ross  Lake 
and  Lake  Chelan  National  Recreation  Areas,  are  re- 
porting use,  however,  their  data  are  combined,  no 
breakdown  available,  with  that  shown  for  North  Cas- 
cades National  Park. 

Each  listing  includes  the  state  or  states  in  which 
the  park  is  located  and  the  regional  office  through 
which  it  is  administered.  Regional  office  abbrevia- 
tions are  used: 

MA  Mid-Atlantic  Region 

MW  Midwest  Region 

NC  National  Capital  Parks 

NA  North  Atlantic  Region 

PN  Pacific  Northwest  Region 

RM  Rocky  Mountain  Region 

SE  Southeast  Region 

SW  Southwest  Region 

W  Western  Region 
Regional  offices  addresses  are  listed  on  pages  59  and 
60. 
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Notes  Regarding  Data  Collection 
and  Presentation 


Public  use  data  are  collected  in  this  field  year- 
round  on  a  continuous  basis,  except  at  a  few  parks 
which  are  closed  for  the  winter.  Excepted  from  the 
reporting  requirement  are  those  areas  not  in  Federal 
ownership,  a  few  parks  where  it  is  impractical  to  pro- 
duce consistent  or  meaningful  data,  and  a  few  parks 
which  are  not  yet  open  for  public  use.  All  data  are  as 
of  the  end  of  the  year  (fiscal  or  calendar)  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

Note  that  certain  areas  which  are  administra- 
tively considered  as  parts  of  National  Capital  Parks 
are  listed  in  their  own  right  as  units  of  the  National 
Park  System,  and  no  data  for  them  are  included  in 
that  shown  for  National  Capital  Parks  for  CY  1975. 
Those  areas  are: 

Antietam  NBS 

Arlington  House — The  Robert  E.  Lee  Memorial 

Catoctin  Mountain  Park 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  NHP 

Clara  Barton  NHS 

Ford's  Theater  NHS 

Fort  Washington  Park 

Fredrick  Douglass  Home  NMem 

George  Washington  Memorial  Parkway 

Greenbelt  Park 

Harpers  Ferry  NHP 

Jefferson  Memorial 

The  John  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing 

Arts 
Lincoln  Memorial 
Lyndon  B.  Johnson  Memorial  Grove  on  the 

Potomac 
Manassas  NBP 
National  Visitor  Center 
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Piscataway  Park 

Prince  William  Forest  Park 

Rock  Creek  Park 

Sewall-Belmont  House  NHS 

Theodore  Roosevelt  Island 

Washington  Monument 

White  House 

Wolf  Trap  Farm  Park 

Due  to  a  sharp  wrench  in  the  designation  and 
classification  of  areas  in  the  National  Park  System, 
based  on  legislative  actions  and  administrative  deci- 
sions in  late  1974  and  early  1975,  the  number  of  areas 
administered  and  reporting  use  between  1974  and 
1975  appears  to  have  declined.  The  decline,  however 
is  illusory. 

In  early  1974,  298  acres  were  defined  as  part  of 
the  National  Park  System.  Eleven  new  areas  were 
authorized  by  the  93rd  Congress  prior  to  December 
31, 1974,  which  brought  the  total  to  309  areas. 

On  January  3,  1975,  an  additional  area  was  au- 
thorized and  another  legislative  action  caused  the 
elimination  of  two  National  Monuments  as  separate 
units  through  their  addition  to  Grand  Canyon  Na- 
tional Park.  Thus  the  National  Park  System  would 
have  consisted  of  308  areas  udner  the  1974  designa- 
tion system. 

However,  several  administrative  decisions  re- 
sulted in  additional  changes.  The  ten  National 
Cemetaries  were  dropped  as  separate  units  and  are 
now  considered  part  of  their  associated  historical 
areas.  Fifteen  areas  previously  considered  part  of  the 
National  Park  System  have  been  moved  into  a  new 
category  called  Affiliated  Areas.  These  areas  draw  on 
the  NPS  budget  but  are  neither  staffed  nor  owned  by 
the  Federal  Government  (two  additional  areas  not 
previously  counted  in  the  System's  list  were  desig- 
nated as  Affiliated  Areas  which  brings  that  total  to 
seventeen).  Two  parkways  and  Wolf  National  Scenic 
Riverway  were  delisted  completely,  as  they  are  not 
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expected  to  remain  under  NPS  jurisdiction.  Therefore 
the  deletion  of  10  National  Cemetaries,  15  Affiliated 
Areas,  and  the  3  areas  placed  in  deferred  status 
brings  the  total  to  280. 

Finally,  recognition  was  given  to  six  units  of  the 
National  Capital  Parks  as  separate  parks  in  their 
own  right  bringing  the  total  number  of  areas  in  the 
System  to  286  as  shown  in  the  summary  tables  for 
1975. 


Definitions 


As    used    in    this    report,    certain    terms    have 
specialized  definitions. 

Visit  The  entry  of  any  person,  except  National  Park 
Service  personnel  (meaning  staff  of  cooperating  as- 
sociations, concessioners  and  contractors,  as  well  as 
those  directly  employed  by  the  Service,  and  the 
households  of  personnel  residing  in  the  parks),  onto 
lands  or  waters  administered  by  the  National  Park 
Service. 

Visitor  A  person  who  generates  a  visit  as  defined 
above.  Though  this  same  person  may  enter  the  same 
park  a  number  of  times,  or  several  different  parks 
over  the  course  of  the  year,  he  is  counted  as  a  separate 
visit  for  each  entry. 

Visitor-Hour  The  presence  of  one  or  more  visitors 
in  a  park  for  continuous,  intermittent,  or  simulta- 
neous periods  of  time  aggregating  one  hour  (e.g.,  one 
person  for  one  hour,  two  persons  for  one-half  hour 
each,  etc.). 
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Overnight  Stay  The  passing  of  one  night  by  a  vis- 
itor within  a  park  (on  park  lands  or  waters,  not  on 
private  inholdings  within  the  park  boundaries).  An 
overnight  stay  occurs  each  night  a  visitor  remains  in 
the  park. 

Nonrecreation  Any  use  other  than  recreation  use 
as  defined  above. 

Recreation  Any  reportable  use  of  National  Park 
Service  areas  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  any  ac- 
tivities except  those  which  are  part  of,  or  incidental 
to,  the  pursuit  of  a  gainful  occupation. 

Management  Category  Basically,  one  of  three 
categories  of  parks  for  which  management  policies 
have  been  promulgated  by  the  National  Park  Service. 
These  are  "natural",  "historical",  and  "recreational". 
National  Capital  Parks  is  essentially  an  urban  park 
system  not  statistically  truly  comparable  with  the  in- 
dividual parks  of  the  National  Park  System. 


Regional  Offices 


Mid-Atlantic  Regional  Office 
National  Park  Service 
143  South  Third  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  19106 

Midwest  Regional  Office 
National  Park  Service 
1709  Jackson  Street 
Omaha,  Nebraska  68102 


59 


North  Atlantic  Regional  Office 
National  Park  Service 
150  Causeway  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02114 

Pacific  Northwest  Regional  Office 
National  Park  Service 
523  Fourth  and  Pike  Building 
Seattle,  Washington,  98101 

Rocky  Mountain  Regional  Office 
National  Park  Service 
P.O.  Box  25287 
Denver,  Colorado  80225 

Southeast  Regional  Office 
National  Park  Service 
1895  Phoenix  Blvd. 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30349 

Southwest  Regional  Office 

National  Park  Service 

P.O.  Box  728 

Old  Santa  Fe  Trail 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico  87501 

Western  Regional  Office 
National  Park  Service 
450  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  Box  36063 
San  Francisco,  California  94102 

National  Capital  Parks 
National  Park  Service 
1100  Ohio  Drive,  SW. 
Washington,  D.C.  20242 
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As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  has  responsibility  for  most  of  our  na- 
tionally owned  public  lands  and  natural  resources.  This  in- 
cludes fostering  the  wisest  use  of  our  land  and  water  re- 
sources, protecting  our  fish  and  wildlife,  preserving  the  en- 
vironmental and  cultural  values  of  our  national  parks  and 
historical  places,  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment  of  life 
through  the  outdoor  recreation.  The  Department  assesses 
our  energy  and  mineral  resources  and  works  to  assure  that 
their  development  is  in  the  best  interests  of  all  our  people. 
The  Department  also  has  a  major  responsibility  for  Ameri- 
can Indian  reservation  communities  and  for  people  who  live 
in  Island  Territories  under  U.S.  administration. 
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